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Dear (_),

We are very proud to share with you exciting news from the CCR Youth Network: in
September we launched a new project supporting newcomer youth civic engagement.

At the CCR, we believe that newcomer youth contribute enormously to Canadian society,
when they are given the chance. One focus for the CCR is to empower and involve refugee
and newcomer youth through the CCR Youth Network. The objective of this 3-year
project is to provide newcomer youth across Canada with the necessary skills and tools to
engage and take leadership on issues of concern to them, including on key policy issues
affecting them.

As you will read in Humaima’s story, your generosity is helping to empower newcomer

youth leaders and oftering them a chance to connect and engage with their communities.

“My work with the Youth Network brings me hope that
newcomer youth can advocate for change. We can raise our
voices and actively share our vision to build a better, welcoming
and inclusive society for all.”

: My name is Humaima, [ am 20 years old. [ was born in

A The L — | Pakistan and my family immigrated to Canada in 2009. We
T e decided to come to Canada to feel secure, and have proper
# education as well. I am now pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
== Global Health at York University as I want to work for

, ; vulnerable populations and fight for their health rights such
as health equity, mental health services and more.

Last year my mentor at York University talked to me about the Canadian Council for
Refugees and we discussed the CCR Youth Network’s Newcomer Youth Civic



Engagement Project. We decided to apply and I was so happy that we got the funding to
work on the project: Adversity to Action. This was my entry into the Youth Network and

how I became involved.

Hope, Advocates, Family and Unity are the words I use to describe my involvement with
the Youth Network. My work with the Youth Network brings me hope that newcomer
youth can advocate for change. We can actively raise our voices and share our vision to build
a better welcoming and inclusive society for all.

With the support of Youth Network and the CCR, I found the courage to embrace my
identity and I found the courage to face inequalities, racism and discrimination. I have been
motivated to go beyond what I thought possible and do more to help newcomer youth. The
unity in the Youth Network, regardless of background, culture or status, is what is needed in
Canada.

[ was the local lead organizer for the CCR’s Youth Action Gathering (YAG), held on 6 June
2018 in Toronto. The YAG is an annual event of the Youth Network — it 1s for youth and

organized by youth to equip themselves with the necessary tools to address the challenges
they have to face in their daily life as newcomer youth, young refugees, and immigrants. The
organizing team involved refugee or immigrant youth and allies, all of whom were youth
working hard to fight injustices across Canada:

Roshni, advocate and fighter for social justice and girl’s rights. She is a former
president of Amnesty International at York University (AIY) and she 1s the current
Associate of Youth Advocacy at Plan International Canada. She said, “The Youth
Action Gathering combines my passion of furthering human rights, giving a platform to those
typically left out of policy discussions and highlighting the importance of youth engagement and
empowerment. I think the YAG is a uniquely powerful opportunity for me to help mobilize a

national network where young people can find their voice, share lived experiences and develop a

strong sense of self-efficiency.”

Edwar, a Syrian refugee who came to Canada almost two years ago, wanted to
share his personal experience at the YAG with newcomers, show them the
importance of knowing their rights as immigrants/refugees and how they can
overcome the obstacles they face in their daily life.

Cassandra is an ally to newcomer youth and refugees, and an activist for social
justice, indigenous women and girl’s rights. She is the current president at Amnesty
International at York University (AIY), co-chair of Amnesty International's Action
Network on Women's Human Rights (ANWHR). She said: “The Youth Action
Gathering aligns with my goals of empowering young people to make active and successful
changes nationally and internationally through education, collaboration, and practical learning.

With young people travelling far distances to attend this important conference, I believed it was


http://ccrweb.ca/en/youth/adversity-action
http://ccrweb.ca/en/youth/yag-2018
https://www.facebook.com/amnestyatyork/
https://www.facebook.com/amnestyatyork/
https://www.facebook.com/amnestyatyork/

imperative to be involved to not only see the outcome of the YAG first hand, but to work closely
with my colleagues and with materials in order to have a successful event to spark change; there
is strength in passion and solidarity!”

I'm so happy to see how the YAG has brought so many old and new faces together with more
regional and geographical representation to the gathering this year. This allowed for more
diverse opinions on a wide range of issues that newcomer youth face and a variety of ideas
and experiences that can be used to advocate and fight for change.

This year will be a crucial time for the Youth Network as we are working to strengthen a
national network structure to sustain and broaden the network’s activities and reach. I'm very
excited to be involved in this new project supporting newcomer youth civic engagement,
offering opportunities for newcomer youth to come together to identify their challenges and
to support each other in developing their leadership and other skills to find ways to act on
them. Later, on a national level through the CCR Youth Network and structures, we will be
able to make change that affects the full participation of youth in society and develop creative
public education resources to help advocate around those issues.

Find out more about the Youth Network and its activities for and by youth:
http://ccrweb.ca/en/youth/welcome
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