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AGENDA 



IF YOU LEAVE WITH ONLY 2 THOUGHTS? 



 Educate Yourself 

 

&  

 

Don’t be afraid 

to ask 



How can we start countering 

hatred or ignorance? 



DEFINITION OF ISLAMOPHOBIA 
 

Islamophobia is close-minded prejudice against or hatred of 
Islam and Muslims. 



 

Islamophobic acts are directed at 
Islam or Muslims in general.  
 

Anti-Muslim discrimination is 
directed at a specific individual, 
institution or group of individuals. 
 

An Islamophobe is an individual 
who holds a closed-minded view 
of Islam and promotes prejudice 
against or hatred of Muslims.  
 





Common  
Myths 



Muslims = monolith 



Muslims come from as many 

backgrounds (including race,  

cultures, ethnicities) as people  

from other faith groups and  

also vary in how they choose  

to manifest their faith…. 

 

“You never know what you’re  

going to get” 



MUSLIMS AROUND THE WORLD 



separate 

separate 





inferior 





violent 



deceptive 



rejection  
of criticism 



discrimination is justified 



normal 





NOT ALL BUT A 
SIGNIFICANT SHARE OF 
MEDIA COVERAGE OF 
ISLAM REPORTED AS 
NEGATIVE 



Furor erupts over refugee bullying story 

in Halifax 

“The story lays bare the worst of the worst 

xenophobia in our city and our province. It 

lacks all proportion. Balance eludes it, start 

to finish. 

 

Journalists and citizen journalists alike 

have a responsibility to recognize and 

manage the great power they hold. That 

didn’t happen, here. Not even close.” 

                          

                           - Lezlie Lowe, Columnist 







THE ISLAMOPHOBIA INDUSTRY 

                     $42.6 million spent between  2001 – 2009 
   - Fear Inc.: The Roots of the Islamophobia Network in  

                                                        America 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_6wbV7TSHKSU/StlargcRMWI/AAAAAAAAAjs/m5IZAu36zCs/s1600/Book+Muslim+Mafia.jpg&imgrefurl=http://tundratabloid.blogspot.com/2009/10/us-muslim-mafia-author-david-gaubatz.html&usg=__5cJVLCoSmf5rZjcY5q1Th4akk2k=&h=1600&w=1177&sz=288&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=SLkxBMpqb2XdsM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q=muslim+mafia&hl=en&rlz=1T4RNWE_enUS311US213&sa=N&um=1




“There is an epidemic of Islamophobia in Ontario. 

Only a third (32%) of Ontarians have a positive 

impression of the religion and more than half (55%) 

feel its mainstream doctrines promote violence (an 

anomaly compared to other religions).  

 

These sentiments are echoed with Syrian refugees in 

Ontario where acceptance often coincides with 

acceptance of Islam.” 
 

           

                                    - Mass Minority & OCASI Report June 2016 

 

 

Negative perceptions of Islam are 

negatively impacting perceptions of 

Syrian refugees. 



ripple 





Source: Islamophobia: a challenge for us all, 1997, Runnymede Trust 



WHERE WE ARE  







Statistics & Spikes 
Overall 

5% of criminal incidents measured by the GSS were considered by the victim as having been 

motivated by hate. This corresponds to approximately 300,000 

incidents.  
  

 

Reporting to police  

 

About one-third (34%) were reported to police. This proportion is similar to non-

hate crimes (31% have been reported to police). Doesn’t mean the hate motivation was reported and 

doesn’t mean the police recorded the incident as being hate-motivated. 

  

   Source: Statistics Canada, General social survey, 2014 

  





CASE STUDY: TRAGEDY IN PARIS, FALL 2015 
 Within 24 hours, reports of a firebombing of a 

mosque in Peterborough 

 By that Monday, a mother has been beaten up on 
her way to picking up her children from school – in 
broad daylight. She is visibly Muslim, wearing the 
headscarf. 

 

NCCM’s hate crimes  

& incidents map 

 2016 – 32  

 2015 – 61 

 2014 – 22 

 2013 – 12 

 

 



*Based on NCCM’s Hate Crimes & Incidents map, which records 

reports in the media, and police-reported incidents 



The report says that the Jewish 

community was the most victimized 

group when it came to mischief to 

property while the LGBTQ community 

was the most victimized when it 

came to assault occurrences and the 

Muslim community was the most 

victimized in terms of criminal 

harassment occurrences.” 

 

Toronto police have been 

releasing an annual report on hate 

crime statistics since 1993. 

 

                                                                                                                                           

TORONTO: Hate crimes 

down in 2015 

The report, however, says that police 

“noted an increase” in hate crimes 

targeting the Muslim community, 

specifically during the month of November 

when the first of 25,000 Syrian refugees 

began landing in Canada. 

“This trend may be attributed to negative 

backlash following the attacks in Paris, 

France and the government’s refugee 

resettlement plan,” the report states. 



Most important 

issues facing 

Muslims in your 

local community 

today 



Global Events impact us on 

different levels 
 

A common feeling 





“According to reports from around the nation, 

Muslim students regularly endure being called 

ISIS, terrorist or bomber. These opinions are 

expressed boldly and often. Even in schools where 

such behavior isn’t tolerated, current events 

discussions often become uncomfortable for 

teachers and Muslim students.”   

- Southern Law Poverty Centre 





COMMUNITY IMPACTS & POLICE 

RESPONSES 
Letter sent by Ottawa Muslim community leaders on 

community email networks 

 

* * * 

 

Update on Community Safety (November 20, 2015) 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters, 

  

In light of recent events, we are unfortunately witnessing a rise in 

anti-Muslim and anti-minority sentiment in Canada. As a result, we 

recommend increased vigilance while maintaining regular activities. 

  

Ottawa Police Chief Charles Bordeleau first reached out to faith 

and community leaders, including imams and management of 

mosques, on Saturday, November 14 - the day after the Paris 

attacks. In the message, he reiterated his commitment to 

ensure the safety of all communities in the city.  

  

“Inclusion is the key to public safety.” 

 – Staff Sgt. David Zackrias, OPS 



Political Statements: 

 

• Quebec National Assembly passed unanimous motion condemning 

Islamophobia in October, 2015 

 

• The Liberal Party of Canada adopted a resolution at its May national 

convention also opposing Islamophobia and undertaking to find solutions 

 

•A petition, sponsored by MP Frank Baylis, Pierrefonds-Dollard,  is currently 

circulating calling on the federal government to condemn all forms of 

Islamophobia – citizens are asked to add their names to it. 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC CAMPAIGNS AGAINST HATE 













MEDIA COVERAGE 

Role of Elected Officials & Community Leaders 



POSITIVE STORIES SHOULD BE SHARED 





DIVERSITY AS A STRENGTH 

Ottawa children's choir performing Muslim song 

becomes an Internet hit 



POPULAR 

CULTURE 



SYRIAN REFUGEES RAISE FUNDS FOR FORT 

MCMURRAY 



 Continued community engagement 

 Community Education 

 Reaching out to elected officials 

 Training for front-line officers 

 Providing Resources  

 

NEXT STEPS 



Canadian Values 

 

-Empathy 

-Acceptance 

-Learning 

-Understanding 

-Respect 

-Fundamental freedoms 

-Equality 



2016 National Council of Canadian Muslims 



RESOURCES 

 Survey of Muslims in Canada, 2016, The Environics Institute 

 

 NCCM Guides on Islamic Religious Practices, My Rights at Work, 
Community Safety Guide (online and for order) 

 

 NCCM/ ISSA: Helping Students Cope with Geopolitical Trauma and 
Islamophobia Handbook (for order)  

 

 Runnymede Trust - Islamophobia: a challenge for us all 

 

 Guidelines for Educators on Countering Intolerance and Discrimination 
Against Muslims, OSCE 

 

 The Bouchard-Taylor Report on Cultural and Religious Accommodation, 
Gerard Bouchard & Charles Taylor 

 

 Smearcasting:How Islamophobes spread fear, bigotry and 
misinformation, FAIR 

 

 Fear, Inc., Centre for American Progress 

 

 Canadian Human Rights Commission & provincial commissions 

 

 



Books 
 

The Islamophobia Industry: How the Right Manufactures Fear of 
Muslims, Nathan Lean 

 

The Myth of the Muslim Tide, Doug Saunders 

 

Islamophobia: the ideological campaign against Muslims, Stephen 
Sheehi 

 

Islamophobia and the politics of empire, Deepa Kumar 

 

Who Speaks for Islam: what a billion Muslims really think, John 
Esposito & Dalia Mogahed 

 

Unlikely Utopia, Michael Adams 

 

Islamophobia: Making Muslims the Enemy, Peter Gottschalk & Gabriel 
Greenberg 

 

Islamophobia: The Challenge of Pluralism in the 21st Century, John 
Esposito 
  

 



 

Other Online resources: 

  

www.nccm.ca  

 

https://petitions.parl.gc.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petit
ion=e-411 

 

www.tolerance.org  

 

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publication
s/pdfs/islamophobia.pdf 

 

www.loonwatch.com  

 

 

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/islamophobia.pdf
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/islamophobia.pdf

