Respecting the Rights of Non-Citizen Children in Canada

Meeting with a Member of Parliament - Notes
During the meeting

Keep your comments brief to leave time for an engaging discussion with the MP. Ask them for their commitments, instead of presenting to the MP for the entire meeting. Insist on straight answers as much as possible. Does your representative agree or disagree with you?
This structure is meant to serve as a guideline, not as a rigid approach to your meeting with the MP.

a) Introduction / Ice Breaker (1 minute)

· Thank the MP for the opportunity to speak to them. Present yourself and if you live/work/go to school in the constituency. 

· Explain your connection to and your concerns with refugee and immigration issues. 

· If you participated in the national flashmob for non-citizen children rights, talk about what you did and how many people came.(but keep it brief!)

b) Identify the Issues (1 minute)

· You would like to discuss your concerns about the rights of non-citizen children in Canada, especially as it relates to child detention and family reunification.
· In 2012, the UN is examining Canada on its respect of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. When it comes to refugee and immigrant children, Canada can do better. 
· We are glad that Canadian immigration law now makes some reference to children’s best interests, but unfortunately, despite this, Canada still too often ignores the basic rights of immigrant and refugee children. In the past, the UN Committee has criticized Canada’s treatment of refugee and immigrant children.
· Urge your MP to take urgent action so that Canada respects fully the best interests of children in the immigration process.
c) Present what is at stake (8-10 minutes)
 Give the MP a copy of Canada has work to do, the backgrounder, and the DVD.Explain that these materials are for their own information and to share with other MPs. All materials are also available online.
Examples of how Canada does not respect the rights of immigrant and refugee children: :

Detention:
· The Convention on the Rights of the Child and Canadian law say that children should only be detained as a matter of last resort. 
· But detention of children in Canada is NOT limited to exceptional circumstances, and their best interests are not always taken into consideration.
· In Canada, children are routinely held in immigration detention, for weeks and even months at a time (Canada detained 330 minors for immigration purposes in just one recent year (2008-2009)). 
· For example, over 40 children who arrived on BC shores by boat in the summer of 2010 (MV Sun Sea) were detained, although they had just spent 3 months on a dangerous boat trip. Over 4 months later, some of those children were still in detention. (Or give a local example).
· Research in Canada and other countries (e.g. UK and Australia) has proven that immigration detention has serious negative mental health impacts on children. If bill C-4 is adopted (currently at second reading in Parliament), some children will be jailed for a minimum of 12 months without independent review. This is arbitrary detention, which is contrary to the Charter and to international law.  
· Detention is NOT in the best interest of children. The government should find viable alternatives to keeping children in immigration detention.
· Urge your MP to call for the withdrawal of Bill C-4 (if s/he represents the Conservative Party) OR to vote against Bill C-4 (if s/he is a member of an opposition party). (Don’t engage in discussions of amendments: C-4 has too many fundamental problems and needs to be scrapped.)

Family reunification:
· The Convention on the Rights of the Child says that applications for family reunification should be dealt with in a positive, humane and expeditious manner.
· But children often wait years in dangerous situations before they are allowed to travel to Canada to be reunited with their families. Many of these children are children of refugees. 
· The longest wait times are for children in Africa. For example, half the cases of children of refugees processed in Nairobi take more than 23 monthsyears. For children, 2 years is a lifetime! Many children wait even longer. 
· If you can, give a local example.
· Urge your MP to take action for urgent intervention to speed up family reunification and address the long delays at Nairobi.
d) Present the petition

· Present the petition signatures after you talk about the issues. Mention how many signatures you have, where they were collected, and if some signatories are from your MP’s riding. 

Note: A minimum of 25 petition-signers must live in the riding of your MP, and 
must have Canadian citizenship.
e) Questions from your MP

 Your MP may have questions about non-citizen children rights. Refer to the backgrounder. If you don’t know the answer to all questions, don’t worry. You can offer to find out and get back to the MP.
f) Solutions/Requests to MP (1 1/2 minutes)
Ask your MP for concrete action.

 > Ask your MP to present your petition in the House of Commons  
***Note: Your MP must request that the Petitions Clerk at Parliament certify your petition. Once the petition and petition signatures have been certified, the petition is sent back to the MP. At this stage, your MP can present the petition in Parliament; however, there is no formal deadline by which it must be presented to Parliament. After the meeting, be sure to follow up with your MP: What stage is your petition at in Parliament? 
> Ask your MP to work with other MPs to find ways to give higher priority to rights of children in all immigration matters.
*Try to leave the meeting with at least one commitment from your MP.*
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