
iiWhat You can do

ORGANIZATIONS Endorse the CCR’s 
Proposal for Legislative Change.

INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS Write to
the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration
asking that the government adopt the CCR’s
Proposal for Legislative Change as law.

ORGANIZATIONS Join the Canadian Council
for Refugees and other organizations in an
informal coalition to protect the rights 
of trafficked persons in Canada.

The Canadian Council for Refugees 
and the anti-trafficking campaign 

For the proposal for legislative 
amendment, and more information:

www.trafficking.ca

Trafficking versus Smuggling

A person who is trafficked is kept 
under the control of traffickers and
exploited in some way, sometimes 
after having been transported 
across a border. 

A person who is smuggled receives 
help in getting into a country, usually 
in exchange for money, and that 
is the end of the relationship 
with the smuggler. 

Protecting

trafficked

persons 

in  Canada 

trafficking

smuggling

Local Contact

CANADIAN COUNCIL FOR REFUGEES
6839 Drolet #302

Montreal, Québec H2S 2T1
Tel.: 514-277-7223  Fax: 514-277-1447

Email: info@ccrweb.ca
Web site: www.ccrweb.ca

CANADIAN COUNCIL 
FOR REFUGEES



Protecting trafficked persons 
in Canada!

Legislative amendment is needed to 
bring a permanent and fundamental 
change in policy so that trafficked 
persons in Canada are protected. 

The CCR has developed a proposal to 
amend the Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act. The proposal would 
provide temporary and permanent 
protection to trafficked persons.

Protecting trafficked persons 
in Canada?

Canadian law does not protect 
trafficked persons. Instead it promotes 
their detention.

In 2006, the government introduced new
guidelines for protecting trafficked persons
through Temporary Residence Permits.
However, these have proven of limited
effectiveness.

trafficking

trafficking

trafficking

What is trafficking?  

Involves the exploitation of people,
often through forced labour (e.g. in sex
work, domestic work, in restaurants 
or in factories).

Often involves the transportation 
of victims across borders or within 
a country.

Exploits the vulnerable. This is 
why women and children are often 
the victims.

A CHILD IS BROUGHT 

INTO CANADA WITH A

FAMILY.  HE IS NOT SENT

TO SCHOOL: INSTEAD HE 

IS MADE TO WORK IN 

THE HOME.

A WOMAN IS APPREHENDED 

AT THE US-CANADA BORDER.  

THE CANADIAN AUTHORITIES 

INTERVIEW HER AND CONCLUDE

THAT SHE HAS BEEN TRAFFICKED.

HOWEVER, SHE IS NOT OFFERED

ANY PROTECTION – INSTEAD SHE IS

HELD IN DETENTION AND QUICKLY

DEPORTED, WITHOUT EVEN BEING

GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

MEET WITH A LAWYER.

A WOMAN IS BROUGHT TO CANADA TO WORK 

AS A DOMESTIC SERVANT.  HER PASSPORT IS TAKEN

AWAY FROM HER AND SHE IS FORCED TO WORK 

LONG HOURS WHILE RECEIVING NO PAY.
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