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On the Plus Side 

   Right of permanent 
residence fee halved 

Effective 2 May 2006, the government halved the Right of Permanent 
Residence fee for new immigrants from $975 to $490. The fee was imposed 
in 1995 on all adult refugees and immigrants becoming permanent residents.  
In 2000, refugees were exempted from the fee.  Refugees in Canada, like 
immigrants, must still pay a processing fee for permanent residence ($550 
per adult, $150 per child). 

 Increased investment in 
settlement 

The May 2006 budget confirmed the commitment, made by the previous 
government to provide additional resources for settlement and integration 
($307 million over two years). 

 Direct backs 

Effective 31 August 2006, the government put an end to the use of “direct 
backs” for refugee claimants, an administrative practice by which asylum 
seekers at the US-Canada border are returned to the US with an 
appointment to return later.  If detained by the US, the asylum seekers may 
be denied the right to pursue their claim in Canada.  While the end to the 
routine use of direct backs is welcome, the new guidelines still provide for 
their use in exceptional circumstances.  

 
Temporary protection 
measures for trafficked 

persons 

On 11 May 2006, the government announced new guidelines providing for 
Temporary Resident Permits for trafficked persons.  This marked a first step 
towards treating trafficked persons, often women and children, as victims of a 
crime, rather than as people who should be detained and deported.  Further 
work will be needed to address some problematic aspects of the guidelines 
and to provide for long-term solutions for trafficked persons.  

 New humanitarian 
directives 

In June 2006, responding to a recommendation made by the CCR and 
others, Citizenship and Immigration Canada issued new guidelines providing 
greater flexibility in responding to the particular situations of persons 
applying for humanitarian and compassionate consideration.  

 Response to war in 
Lebanon 

The Canadian government responded efficiently and effectively to Canadians 
caught up in the war in Lebanon, including urgent processing of family 
members of Canadians.  However, it would have been preferable to offer the 
same evacuation services to permanent residents as to citizens.  

 Front-end security 
checks 

The Immigration and Refugee Board issued new instructions in February 
2006 to prevent refugee claimants being forced to wait indefinitely for a 
hearing if security checks are delayed.  A refugee hearing is now scheduled 
after one year.  

 Enforcement in schools The Canada Border Services Agency issued a new policy in May 2006 
stopping enforcement officers from entering schools to arrest children. 

 Better communication 
with sponsors 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada has improved information flow to 
private sponsors of refugees, allowing them to know more about how the 
refugees they sponsor are bring processed.  

*This status report gives an overview of how the Canadian federal government addressed refugee and immigration issues over the past year, 
from the perspective of the Canadian Council for Refugees (CCR). The report covers the period from November 2005 to October 2006.  To 
read more about the issues covered, see References (also available on the What’s new page of the CCR website, www.ccrweb.ca). 
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 Safe third country 

The Safe Third Country Agreement, implemented in December 2004, has been having a 
devastating impact on refugees.  With Canada’s land border largely closed to refugees, there 
were fewer refugee claims made in Canada in 2005 than in any year since the mid-1980s.  
Meanwhile, the human rights situation in the US deteriorated, particularly with respect to 
compliance with the Convention against Torture, making the US less safe than ever. 

 
Security 

certificates 

Five Muslim men continued to be subjected to security certificates, unable to defend 
themselves fairly because they are not allowed to know the evidence against them.  While 
Mohamed Harkat was released (subject to extraordinarily restrictive conditions), three others 
remain in detention (all of them have now spent more than 5 years in jail).  In June 2006 the 
Supreme Court heard challenges of the rights violations inherent in the security certificate 
process: a decision is awaited. 

 Return to torture 
The Canadian government has maintained the position that it will deport people to torture, 
despite the fact that this is clearly prohibited by the Convention against Torture.  In June 2006, 
the Canadian government flouted a request by the UN Committee against Torture to stay the 
removal of Bachan Singh Sogi in order to allow the Committee to study his request. 

 Refugee appeal 
The new Conservative government has refused to implement the right to an appeal for refugee 
claimants, as provided for in the law passed by Parliament.  As a result, wrong refugee 
decisions continue to go uncorrected. 

 
Private 

sponsorship of 
refugees 

Privately sponsored refugees continued to wait overseas in growing backlogs, with processing 
routinely taking years.  Despite the backlogs of applicants waiting, the government failed in 
2005 to meet even the bottom end of the projected range for privately sponsored refugees. 

 
Family 

reunification 

The government’s preoccupation with economic immigration has meant little attention has 
been paid to resolving the problems facing families trying to reunite.  These problems include 
long processing times, the narrow definition of family and procedural obstacles such as 
requests for DNA testing. 

 
People without 

status 
The government has failed to address the situation of large numbers of people without status in 
Canada.  Despite the fact that they contribute in essential ways to Canada’s economy and social 
fabric, they are left vulnerable to exploitation by their lack of status. 

 
Lack of IRB 
appointments 

The government has failed to make timely appointments of members of the Immigration and 
Refugee Board.  As a result of the shortage of decision-makers, refugee claimants and others 
appearing before the Board face growing waiting times. 

 
Arming border 

officials 

In August 2006, the Prime Minister announced the arming of the Canada Border Services 
Agency.  Armed border officials will send a message of hostility and suspicion to people 
arriving in Canada and may be particularly traumatizing for refugees who come seeking 
Canada’s protection. 

 
Government 
funding cuts 

In September 2006, the government announced funding cuts that will have negative impacts 
for immigrants and refugees.  Many of the cuts involved relatively small amounts of money but 
will seriously undermine efforts to achieve equality within Canadian society. 

 H&C refusals 

Many nationals of moratorium countries received disturbing negative decisions in their 
humanitarian and compassionate (H&C) applications, even though they are well established in 
Canada and have been living here for years.  This highlights the need for a mechanism with 
clear criteria to provide permanent residence to people who cannot be removed because of 
generalized insecurity in their country of origin. 


